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(cont.) Usage and practice of eduSTORE so far

in Sri Lanka

- N-HEMIS: Centralized System for the entire Higher
Education sector (in responsibility of the Ministry of
Higher Education) at www.nhemis.lk

- UGC-HEMIS: Specialized System for the University
Grants Commission Sri Lanka (no public access)
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Homepages of some eduSTORE systems: ICEland
(Germany) and N-HEMIS (Sri Lanka)

Contact
www.edustore-project.org

HIS Higher Education Information System GmbH Hannover,
Germany (www.his.de)

Section Information Systems and Open Source

Goseriede 9 | D 30159 Hannover

Mr. Peter Muessig-Trapp, muessig@his.de, +49 511 1220 193
Ms. Helena Kopp, kopp@his.de, +49 511 1220 287

UCSC University of Colombo School of Computing Colombo,

Sri Lanka (www.ucsc.cmb.ac.lk)

UCSC Building Complex, 35 | Reid Avenue | LK Colombo 7

Dr. Ruvan Weerasinghe, arw@ucsc.cmb.ac.lk, +94 11 2503152
Dr. Damitha Karunarathne, ddk@ucsc.cmb.ac.lk, +94 11 2591063
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International partnership

eduSTORE is being developed with main input from the
German Higher Education Agency HIS (www.his.de). Six
German developers are working permanently on edu-
STORE for system improvements and functionality en-
hancements.

In the beginning of 2008, a collaboration between the
University of Colombo School of Computing (UCSC;
www.ucsc.cmb.ac.lk) and HIS has been established with
two goals in mind:

1. Installation and commissioning of eduSTORE as a Na-
tional Higher Education Management Information Sys-
tem (N-HEMIS; www.nhemis.lk). The project was funded
by the World Bank as a component of IRQUE project (Im-
prove Relevance and Quality of Undergraduate Educati-
on), which is under the Ministry of Higher Education Sri
Lanka. N-HEMIS (as well as UGC-HEMIS, a specialized
system for the University Grants Commission UGC) was
successfully implemented, and both systems are in use
now.

2. Establishing a long-lasting, permanent development
cooperation between UCSC Colombo and HIS Hannover
to internationalize eduSTORE, adapt it to the needs of
Sri Lanka and the Asia region and to realize additional
functionalities to the system. Since spring 2008, three
UCSC developers are working permanently on the main-
tenance of N-HEMIS and the further development of
eduSTORE.

eduSTORE in Asia

Partners: UCSC and HIS watch out for additional partners that
like to use eduSTORE to support decision making in the field
of higher education and would like to join the cooperate deve-
lopment of the system. Partners will be trained to use edu-
STORE, to customize it, and to adapt it to their specific needs.

Customers: Usage-only of eduSTORE is also possible. Installa-
tion, customization, and maintenance of eduSTORE as a deci-
sion support system in higher education can also be ordered
as a service. Consultancy is offered by the Sri Lankan - German
development Consortium mentioned above.
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eduSTORE

A web-based

business intelligence solution
to support

higher education policy

www.edustore-project.org
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eduSTORE is a web-based information system develo-
ped to support higher education policy decision making.
It is a business intelligence (Bl) solution based on a data
warehouse and provides a bunch of analytical tools
and reporting facilities. It is a specialized solution that
is optimized to support decision making in higher
education.

In principle it is able to manage an infinite amount of
data that can systematically be accessed and freely be
combined among each other. eduSTORE is able to ma-
nage data from different sources. eduSTORE flexibly
suits to given requirements and is able to process data
from the most various sources: data of the official sta-
tistics, data of the administrative systems of universi-
ties, colleges, and other establishments, labour statis-
tics, survey results...

eduSTORE is the long-term memory for statistical data.
Unlike operational software systems, eduSTORE never
forgets about data that was previously imported. For
this reason it is ideal for analytical purposes, especially
for creating time series.

The main analysis tool is the flexible table generator
that provides interactive compiling of user-defined tab-
les out of the existing data stock. Furthermore, tables
created with the flexible table generator can be saved
as so-called eduSTORE user-tables that can be updated
automatically, after importing more recent data stocks.

eduSTORE is free. It is free because you can get all
components free of charge. And it is free because it is
free software / open source software. This means that
the complete and detailed building plan of the soft-
ware, the source code of all eduSTORE-components,
will be provided under an open source license for the
general public in April 2009. This enables everybody to
use the eduSTORE-system for any purposes free of
charge. Everybody will be allowed to study the source
code, to modify it, and to adept it to one's specific
needs. Therefore no dependencies on foreign countries
or companies can take place.
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Web-application. eduSTORE is accessible with any Java
capable web browser like Firefox or Internet Explorer
via Internet or intranet.

Platform independency. On the server-side, the system
can be installed under LINUX, UNIX (Solaris) or Micro-
soft Windows. Prerequisite for the client is a Java
capable web browser. MySQL, PostgreSQL, Oracle and
Informix can be used as database backend.

Flexible data import. Data with any structure and
depth of structure can be imported. Individual case
data as well as aggregated data can be used. The system
can be expanded flexibly to include new topics.

Flexible data analysis. You can request any clipping of
data you like from the data stocks using the so-called
"flexible table generator". It is possible to combine data
of multiple data stocks as well.
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Flexible table generator

Flexible data export with the eduSTORE publishing fra-
mework. eduSTORE provides the following output for-
mats: (X)HTML, MS EXCEL, Open Document (e.g. for
Open Office), and PDF. An XML interface allows data ex-
change with third party programmes.

Intelligent system. All data included in the system can
be identified by a standardized key-system. The
eduSTORE key-system that harmonizes all of the sys-
tem's data, equivalence rules, and implication rules al-
low to sort and compare data of various stocks or

— where required — of various sources.
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eduSTORE user-tables with an integrated automatic
update function. All results tables that are produced
by using the flexible table generator can be stored as
so-called eduSTORE user-tables. User-table libraries
can be provided for third parties as sources of infor-
mation on the Internet or an intranet. The very speci-
al feature of the user-tables is the automatic update
function. At the push of a button existing tables can
be updated with freshly imported data.
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Table output in various formats

Usage and practice of eduSTORE so far

At present, information systems based upon edu-
STORE technology are used by the following instituti-
ons:

in Germany

- Federal Ministry of Education and Research Germany
BMBF at www.bmbf.de/gus (public accessible part)

- Central System for the 16 German State-Ministries of
Higher Education and the German Science Council
(Wissenschaftsrat) at http://iceland.his.de

- Specialized System for the German Academic
Exchange Service DAAD at www.wissenschaft-
weltoffen.org

- Individual installations at 27 German Universities /
Fachhochschulen



